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“Comment on the Decision of the Judge of the Urgent Matters Court in
Sur, Lebanon”

(No. (22/2020) dated April 8, 2020)

Researcher:

Nour Al-Din Zuhair Nouri Al-Hayali

Abstract:

The decision of the Sur Urgent Matters Court judge on April 8, 2020, has sparked widespread controversy in Lebanese legal,
economic, and social circles, amid the stifling economic crisis Lebanon has been experiencing since late 2019. In light of the
restrictions imposed by banks on customer deposits without any legal basis, the refusal of banks to pay depositors led to a
collapse of confidence in banks and the banking sector. This decision was issued after a depositor at the Bank of Lebanon
and al Mahjar filed a request before the judge of urgent matters in Sur to compel the bank to disburse a sum of money to
cover urgent expenses for his mother’s treatment. The judge issued a decision in favor of the plaintiff, which raised a legal
problem revolving around the issue of the bank’s refusal to deliver the requested amount to the depositor. This problem
requires the issuance of legislation to address this problem, due to the lack of a clear legal framework regulating the
relationship between the depositor and the bank in light of financial crises, which prompted the judiciary to intervene to
protect citizens’ rights. Regarding the issued decision, the court correctly selected and applied the legal basis. This decision
also set a legal precedent, opening the door for depositors to claim their rights before the courts, given that banking
restrictions should not be applied in an absolute manner without consideration for humanitarian and exceptional
circumstances.

Keywords: Bank, Depositor, Cash deposit, Urgent cases.
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